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Smoke visible from Sacaton Fire burning in Gila Wilderness 
 
(Glenwood, NM, June 26, 2026) — The lightning-caused Sacaton Fire, which was detected 
Sunday, June 21, in the Gila Wilderness about 4.5 miles west of the Mogollon Baldy Lookout, 
became more active Wednesday, producing smoke that was visible along U.S. Route 180 
between Silver City and Luna. 

Isolated to scattered showers and thunderstorms are expected Friday afternoon and evening, 
and gusty outflow winds may influence fire behavior. While accompanying precipitation could 
reduce fire activity, it will not be enough to fully extinguish the fire. The return of hot, dry, windy 
conditions could also contribute to additional fire growth. While fire activity is expected to 
fluctuate from day to day, the public should anticipate that smoke will frequently be visible from 
numerous places along U.S. Route 180. The Sacaton Fire is estimated to be 69 acres. 

The fire’s location presents extreme risks to both ground and aerial firefighters. Hazards include 
extremely steep, rugged terrain; heavy dead and down fuels; overhead snags and six-hour 
ground evacuation times. These conditions limit where crews can be safely deployed and require 
prioritization of firefighter safety when determining tactics and engagement strategies. The 
immediate values at risk do not include private property or critical infrastructure.  

Stay informed about wildfire activity through the forest’s website and Facebook page, InciWeb, 
New Mexico Fire Information or WildFireSA. 

About the Forest Service: The Forest Service has, for more than 100 years, brought people 
and communities together to answer the call of conservation. Grounded in world-class science 
and technology — and rooted in communities — the Forest Service connects people to nature 
and to each other. The Forest Service cares for shared natural resources in ways that promote 
lasting economic, ecological, and social vitality. The agency manages 193 million acres of public 
land, provides assistance to state and private landowners and maintains the largest wildland fire 
and forestry research organizations in the world. The Forest Service also has either a direct or 
indirect role in stewardship of about 900 million forested acres within the U.S., of which over 
130 million acres are urban forests where most Americans live. 
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